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on a war, she persisted in arguing that she was not. She
tried to justify her action by describing China as a country
without any effective Government. ^When she signed the
No-War Pact, she made no reservations as to Manchuria,
she waited until something happened and then refused to
allow any other country to intervene. All these were weak
points, any one of which was sufficient to involve her in
difficulties. But Japan was hemmed in on all sides and the
matter was one of life and death for her. Let those who
criticize her remember that.
Every country has made its mistakes, and it is not
surprising that Japan should have done so in her desperate
position. The Japanese are a sensitive and clever people;
they may for a time be influenced by fashion or impressed
by power and lose their judgment. But after a while they
regain it, they recollect themselves and return to the right
path, for among them are many whose ideas are both
moderate and sound. Water runs downhill and out on to
the sands, where it sinks in and loses all semblance of a
stream, but in the end it reaches the sea and spreads over
half the globe. Human beings whose ideas are moderate
and sound are much the same. At times they are as quiet
as a grove of trees and to a blusterer may even seem craven-
hearted. But quietness does not necessarily imply weakness,
it may be the outcome of confidence in ultimate victory.
National security is not based on force, but, I truly believe,
on mutual trust between peoples.
It is all a question of time, which may bring its own
solution. Foreigners should try really to understand the
Japanese. Before the nations of the West condemn her, let
them examine themselves.
Justice for all the world.
Let these nations consider whether the basis on which
they hope to establish world peace is sound or not. Unless
they build on the principle of justice for all, they are doomed
to disappointment. Justice for all means allowing all peoples
equally to enjoy the world's natural resources, throwing open
the world's markets and finding a way along which all
alike may pass to prosperity. Peace that is not thus founded
on justice is but a house built upon the sand.
But what are they doing today ? Every country, great